Calton Hill Competition 1812
“The Calton Hill Scheme was nothing less than a laying out of a New Town between
Edinburgh and Leith, occupying between two and three hundred acres, and
forming nearly an oblong square, calculated to out-do the splendours of Princes
Street, George Street and Charlotte Square.”
The Making of Classical Edinburgh A J Youngson.

To read more about The Calton Hill Competition,
visit our website www.ewht.org.uk

West End Community Council
If you live in the West End, care about your commmunity and want to find out more
about the work of your Community Council please contact us for more information.
lan Robertson, 61 Melville Street, EH3 7HL e-mail irobertson429@aol.com

EDINBURGH WORLD HERITAGE

5 Charlotte Square Edinburgh EH2 4DR
fel: 01312207720 fax: 0131 220 7730 email:
info@ ewht.org.uk www.ewht.org.uk

EMBRACING THE PAST
ENHANCING THE FUTURE

EDINBURGH WORLD HERITAGE
@ \inter 2006/7

alton Hill is one of the most significant parts of the

UNESCO World

Heritage Site,
and plans are now
underway for a major
conservation |
programme to restore
the famous landmark
and improve access .
for visitors.

Edinburgh World Heritage
has awarded £10,000
towards the first phase of
landscape improvements, which will start with the public gardens on
London Road and Hillside Crescent. The gardens were designed by the
famous architect William Playfair, as part of the later developments in
the New Town. The work will include managing the tree cover,
developing wildlife habitats, improving pathways, providing better
lighting and tackling anti-social behaviour issues.

Future projects will look at conserving the historic buildings, and
improving the signage and inferpretation on the site. A management
plan for the entire site will also be drawn up, to ensure Calton Hill's
significance is preserved for the future.

Calton Hill

« Designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest
because of its unique wildlife.

o Site of the City and Old Observatories still used for
star-gazing today.

o The architecture of its famous buildings, the
National Monument and Dugald Stewart Monument,
earmned Edinburgh the nickname 'Athens of the
North',

o The outstanding panoramic view across the city
provides one of the most iconic images of Edinburgh.




Cut Price Heritage Trips for Edinburgh Residents

The Organisation of World Heritage Cities and Hostelling International have joined
forces on a new initiative 'Youth Hostels: A Passport to World Heritage Cities' which
Edinburgh residents can benefit from. It offers a 'second-night free' deal on
accommodation in Youth Hostels in a selection of World Heritage cities around
the world. The offer runs until September 2007 and to qualify guests must be in a
group of at least 10 people, and be residents from a city which is a member of
the OWHC.

The participating hostels represent some of the most picturesque World Heritage
cities from around the world. They include sites in Europe such as Lyons,
Carcassone and Lubeck, but also Quebec, Mexico City and Sucre in Bolivia.

For more details see the Hostelling Infernational website at
www.hihostels.com/heritage.

EWH Director, Zoé Clark and Edinburgh Chamber of Commmerce
Chief Executive, Ron Hewift have launched a joint initiative to aid
the complimentary goals of respect for heritage and the City’s
continuing need for development and for adequate housing for
both families and business.

'If Edinburgh is to maintain its World Heritage status a thriving
economy and inward investment is essential, but preserving its
unique historical character adds immense value fo the city.”
Zoé Clark, Director

" You should expect us as an organisation fo represent the
interests of business, but it must be appreciated that those
interests are much wider than profit for shareholders. It is essential
we profect the beauty and history of Edinburgh’s world heritage
heart” Ron Hewitt, Chief Executive, Chamber of Commerce

William Street

The owners af 33-41B Wiliam Street have recently
completed a comprehensive repair scheme to their
building. An alarming bulge was first noticed in the top
half of the gable wall in 2002. Faced with having fo

the owners contacted Edinburgh World Heritage for
help. We were able to work with them and their
professional adviser, Richard Shorter Architect
and in 2005 they were awarded a grant of
approx. £350,000 towards the cost of the
project.

The grant enabled urgent and
essential repairs to be carried out to
the building, but also made possible
the repair and reinstatement of
missing or damaged original
details. Improvements included
cast-iron balconies, original door
patterns, fanlights, ironmongery, signage, together with a freshly-painted
authentic colour scheme. This has contributed significantly fo the
streetscape in this much sought-after street on the west side of the World
Heritage Site.

Homeowners’ Advice
EWH is preparing a series of information leaflets to help owners to look
aftertheir property.

The Old and New Towns of Edinburgh are
unique and distinct in character and it is
important fo preserve the areas by repairing
historic buildings within the Site with appropriate
materials.

The first leaflet will cover the use of external
paintwork. Whether you want to know which
type of paint to use for your rainwater goods,
cast-iron balcony or what would be appropriate for your common-stair,
we hope that these basic guides will give the essential facts.

The second leaflet will cover door fumiture and
window ironmongery. It can be too easy fo take
details such as hinges, door handles and locks
for granted and where inappropriate fittings are
fixed, over time, they will diminish the character
ofthe area.

We want to help you protect and enhance the
Site by caring for your building in an appropriate
way. No details are ever too small fo ignore. We look forward to the launch of the first two
leaflets laterinthe year.




