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BUILDING THE ATHENS OF
THE NORTH

The New Town was designed and built by Scotsmen,
and for some it made their fortune.

The New Town gave the opportunity for Scottish
architects to make their mark.

James Gillespie Graham, for example, came from a
very humble background, but a commission from
the earl of Moray to design an extension to the New
Town gave him a big opportunity to make his name.
Perhaps the architect most associated with the New
Town, though, is William Playfair, who designed the
Royal Scottish Academy, the National Gallery, and
assisted in the National Monument.

The specialist craftsmen who provided the
all-important finishing touches also did well
from the New Town building boom. The
furniture maker William Trotter, the house
painter David Ramsay Hay and carpet
manufacturer Richard Whytock all made
their fortune from providing fashionable
interior decoration.

The stone masons who actually built
the New Town were relatively well paid,
however the work had serious effects on
their health. Stone dust meant that many
to suffered lung problems by the time
they were 45. Writing in 1823 Professor
W.P.Alison Edinburgh University said:
“...there is hardly an instance of a mason
regularly employed in hewing stones in
Edinburgh living free from symptomns to
the age of fifty.”
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THE NEW TOWN HOUSE

Cupola
o to light
t : stairwell

Slate roof

Sash and case
windows with
internal wooden
shutters

=" Sandstone
from
Craigleith
quarry, its
smooth finish
is known as
‘ashlar’

[ron

reception
rooms on
first floor

Dining room
and bedroom on
ground floor

Cellars
for storage

Basement for kitchen,
pantry and servants quarters

[IIH UO1[eD QUaWINUOIA [BUOHEN BU |

P j{{ railings
-ﬂ_ 0

—- TR
e — i H
L B A A
W M
¥ I'!’ i!' | i ]
18 1 16
: i -“] i “
EREIE FETD
i JI I-: :”I b‘l ¢
| | ii rillirr' - w aseuyd ayj 8uisn
- 1 ! s & ;:' aJom Auew uoos
i | ‘ i 4 f' I 47 pue uoljeuSews sejndod
oL ,r < 841 1y3neo eapl 8y "senid
W ; o 21 OM] 8Y3 4O SUI319S B} Ul SSBUBY]|
i aiyr 9y} 995 0} SIOYSIA BUIIAUL ‘43INGUIPT

JO SMalA apis3uole pake(dsip suayly Jo
SIN0J0DJa1BM SIY JO UOIIGIYXS UB play SWel||IM
Wel[liM USnH IsiJe ysinquipg eyl zzg| Ul

"S18S B9} 0]
3uissaip-liey

wody 3ulyiAiana
3ulouanjjul aiam
$9]A1S Y88I9) JUaIoUR
108} U] "MOJ|0}

0} |[apow 8y3 se
Udas aJaM suayly
JUBIDUY JO SuINJ

ay1 0081 Aging
‘uonjeJidsul ayy usaq
pey awoy jusioue
JO 84n30911YydJe
/Y118y 1y

"SjusWINUOW 3|ge1INS J0J S||ed pip 0s maJgd A110 ay1 se pue ‘s8ulp|ing o1jgnd
pueis8 Maj pey 11 Ing S09/| 9yl Ul UMO| MaN S1I P|INg 01 pa1Iels pey ydinquip3

"JUBLUIBABIYOE JO 9SUSS pue aouepodwl SuIMmols sl ssaldxe
01 YLION 83 JO SUay1y, J|asH Papueig-al y3inquip3

(HLION dHL 4O SNEHLY AHAM

swel||im welllipm y3nH Aq
Sunuied e wouy YruLon 1e ajdwal 1usioue uy

LIVING IN THE NEW TOWIN

New Town
houses were
designed for
fashionable
entertaining
at home.

Over the winter the

grand reception

rooms on the first

floor would be the

scene of parties,

dinners and ‘routs’, large social gatherings with a mixture of food, dancing and
card playing. According to
her daughter, Lady Grant
of Rothiemurchus’s social

— calendarin 1817 involved
“Five or Six dinners, two small
evening parties, and one large
evening one, a regular rout’
which ‘paid my mother’s
debts in the visiting line
each Winter.”

This sort of lifestyle was only possible of
course with a large number of servants, and

a small glimpse of their lives can be seen in a
rule book for the servants of No.52 Great King
Street. The housemaid, for example, rose at
6am every day, except on washing days when
they got up at 4am, and did not finish work
until after 11pm. Her tasks include washing
floors, cleaning the door brasses, tidying the
bedrooms, delivering water to the household,
and to lock the door at the end of the day.
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ATHIENS

Step off
the beaten
track and
explore the
historic
Georgian
New Town
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(1) The Dugald (3) The Burns (4) The Royal High School (5) Waterloo Place and Regent Bridge (6) St Andrew Square (7) The Royal Scottish Academy No.39 North Castle Street

Stewart Monument Monument (Archibald Elliot, The square was one of the first and the National Ga”ery Home for many years to the famous
(William Playfair, 1831) Professor (Thomas Hamilton, 1815—19) Designzd parts Iof tZg Nek\]/v T107v;g to b% The Royal Scottish author Sir Walter Scott.
Dugald Stewart was one of the period’s 1831-35) Designed to give a new an completed in the <5 @l Academy (William Look - e
: t for... the lib dd
greatest philosophers, who taught moral to commemorate the grand entrance by the 1820s its character had Playfair, 1822 - 26) and t;bTe f?(l;m ?r:is hoﬁs:e 222/ r?cr:w bg"snegen
philosophy and political economy at the poet Robert Burns, this to the city, the started to change with shops the National Gallery e e Wuseun fn ey Siire
University of Edinburgh. was modelled on the advice of lighthouse and a hotel moving in. (William Playfair, 1854) Glose ot ihie Royalliile
Look out for... the plumed urn on top of Monument to Lysicrates gnglneer Robert I Look out for... in the entrance These two classical '
' tevenson was also
built around 334BC of No.36 St Andrew Square a temples to the arts

the monument. needed as the road

actually has to span

in Athens. are built on earth dug

lague on the floor marks the
pag out for the foundations

(Thomas Hamilton, 1825-29)

(9) Charlotte Square

Inspired by the Temple of Hepaestus a wide valley. spot from where the New Town of the New Town
overlooking Athens, the High School ) was first planned. To provide a firm'fo ndation 1800 piles were driven into the
@ The Nati I'M t is perhaps the single building that Look out for... the inscriptions over the P d ioined b N den b P
€ National ivionumen most justifies the city’s title of Corinthian Regent Bridge and the massive lonic ground joined by wooden bars.
Athens of the North. porticos flanking the Princes St view to Calton Hill. Look out for... the sphinxes and statue of Queen Victoria on

T m—— the roof of the Royal Scottish Academy.

Doric portico.

Look out for... the
tripod on top of the
monument was the

Regarded as a masterpiece of urban

- . trophy awarded to the : a3 o é WA N @ LONDON ROAD architecture, Robert Adam’s design set
(Charles Copkerell and William Playfair, winner of an annual 5 A 4 \ ‘ 2 R e & Y A o T 1z Sl the standard for much of the rest of the
1822-29) This monument to Scots who chorus competition in SN AN i\ 1 il e s ) = i il }'Eﬂ?,-"""{"ﬂ'éﬂmm New Town. It disguises a terrace of town

died in the Napoleonic Wars was to

be an exact copy of the Parthenon in
Athens, but after the funds ran out only
twelve columns were built.

ancient Athens. houses behind a grand ‘palace-front’.

Look out for... the trumpet shapes in
the railings, used to snuff out the torches
of ‘link-boys’ who would light your way
home in the days before street lamps.

Look out for... the lintels on top of the
columns are the largest pieces of stone
ever quarried in Scotland.

William Street

(i1) The National Gallery
of Modern Art

(William Burn, 1825-28) Built originally
as John Watson’s Hospital, an
orphanage for the ‘maintenance and
education of destitute children’.

I

St Stephen’s Church i e

Look out for... impressive Greek Doric
portico.

(William Playfair, 1827-8) The view down the hill to St Stephen’s, Home today to a variety of small independent
with the coastline of Fife in the background, is one of the most shops, these streets have a great period
photographed in the New Town. Up close you can appreciate the atmosphere with many original Georgian
@ The Dean Gallery sheer scale of the building, in particular the huge flight of steps shopfronts. In fact they are regularly used
(Thomas Hamilton, 1830-33) This ’ and scrolls, or volutes, that leads to the main entrance. as a location for period films.
building too was originally an orphanage, @ Kay’s Bar Look out for... the clock with the longest pendulum in Europe. Look out for... the iron balconies under shop
the Orphan Hospital of Edinburgh which Tucked away in Jamaica : . windows to allow customers to get a closer
moved here from the Old Town. ’ @ Moray Place & Ainslie Place Siaet e easTh e _ %__ 4 look at the goods on display.
St Bernard’s Well . . . this small and cosy building B ﬁfﬂ '
(James Gillespie Graham, 1822) Possibly the grandest -

was once a coach house
and later became the office
of John Kay & Son wine and

Look out for... No.28 was built for the earl of Moray spirit merchant.
himself, perhaps the grandest address of all?

Built to enable
fashionable
society to
take the local
spring waters.

addresses in the New Town, these circuses were built
on land owned by the earl of Moray.

(21) Broughton Street

The village of Broughton was swallowed up

Look out for... wine casks by the building of the New Town from 1808.

AL : ; o Today this street is home to an interesting

Look out for... the clock comes _ the wa%ers wasg i Sl | e ey melel: yariety of cafes, bars, delis and

the Netherbor\]/v qut,donoethﬁ rge.:nn1 on considered independent shops.

entrance to the city demolished in . ﬁooldgorthe Ll 0E (7 S
ealth, at ) :

) St Stephen’s is the Broughton Place
least one P Church, an impressive
commentator Street : ;

) , classically designed

@ Dean Cemetery described the A st o o) Gmga Broughton St. Mary’s Church building dating to 1836

taste as ‘like the
washings of a
foul gun barrel’.

and recently converted
into an auction rooms.

A tranquil green space first opened in
1846, with many classically inspired
monuments and tombs including the
grave of William Playfair. Look out for...
the statue of
Hygeia, goddess
of health and
hygiene.

character with many original
shopfronts, and home to a
variety of independent shops
and bars.

(Thomas Brown, 1822-24) When opened in
1824 this became the parish church for
many of those living in the New Town, such
as the lighthouse engineer Robert Stevenson.

Look out for... the arched
entrance to the old
Stockbridge Market with its
Doric columns.

Look out for... the James Buchanan
Monument, like those on Calton Hill
inspired by the Monument of Lysicrates
in Athens.

ER%E  Explore more of
y the New Town
with our mobile tour

Look out for... the pulpit inside the church
is a rare original example, based on the
ancient Monument of Lysicrates in Athens.




